
Thyme for Singing 

If you ever needed to see and hear the power of music at 
work in bringing the generations together, then last Saturday’s 
concert in Heathfield was the place to be.  From the wickedly 
funny, and challenging, songs from Matilda to the deeply 
emotional music of American Spirituals the evening was full of 
moments of great magic and emotion. 

The students from Heathfield Youth Drama showed 
remarkable confidence and presence in their singing of show 
songs with the younger group singing three songs from Matilda 
and the older group singing music from A Chorus Line, Rent 
and Bastille, with soloists drawn from within the choir.  Many 
of the audience had not heard the young singers before and 
were rightly appreciative and very enthusiastic in their 
response. 

Heathfield Choral Society sang settings of Folk Songs by John 
Rutter in a collection called ‘Spring of Thyme’.  The Society is 
more commonly heard singing the great choral masterpieces 
and it made a refreshing change to hear them in more 
contemplative mode.  Their sense of ensemble and 
responsiveness to their conductor, Brian Newman, was 
impressive, especially so when you realise that this is a non-
auditioned community choir. Their programme also included 
three American Spirituals and these showed the choir’s ability 
to range from powerful fortissimos to gentle and sustained 
quiet singing. 

The two groups closed the evening by singing together 
choruses from Les Miserables accompanied, as throughout the 
evening by the excellent Gavin Stevens.  It was very apparent 
that all the singers -  young and not so young -  enjoyed the 
opportunity to sing together and of particular note were the 
wonderful soloists from the young choir – Georgia Archer, Lily 



Damazer, Luke Goldsmith and Olivia Russell – being 
accompanied by the adult choir.  These were deeply moving 
moments and showed that across the generations, singing has 
the power to bring people together. 
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