
Heathfield Choral Society’s next concert… 

Saturday May 18th 2019  -  Brahms “German Requiem” 

If you would like to be included on our mailing list, please email     

publicity@heathfieldchoral.org.uk or you can purchase tickets 

via our website www.heathfieldchoral.org.uk 

East Hoathly Church 

Although there has been a church at East Hoathly since the Middle Ages, the bulk of 
the present building dates only from the 19th century. The one old part is the tow-
er. The tower was added towards the end of the 15th century or possibly early in 
the 16th century under the aegis of the Pelham family, and had that family’s badge, 
the “Pelham Buckle”, carved in the stonework or worked into the window tracery. 
Architecturally, it is an example of the Perpendicular style. The turret containing its 
spiral stair extends above the main tower roofline.  

Before the 1850s, apart from the tower the Church consisted of a chancel, nave, 
south porch, and a transept containing the “Halland pews” (doubtless special places 
reserved for the Pelhams of Halland House). We know that new pews and a gallery 
at the west end were installed in 1763, but If this work put the church in good phys-
ical shape at the time, this did not last. A Bishop’s visitation in 1800 led to a letter 
complaining that the gallery was “very irregular”, and many repairs were needed to 
windows, floor, and so on. Fifty years later the Church was seen as beyond repair. 
Except for the tower, it was completely demolished and rebuilt, with a longer nave, 
two side aisles, and a new chancel. The Church was reconsecrated by Bishop Gilbert 
in 1856. It was not until the last quarter of the 19th century that the Church fabric 
was put properly on its feet. During those years, about as much again was spent on 
upgrading and refurbishing the Church and its furnishings as the total spent on re-
building in the 1850s.  

The proceeds of today’s concert will go towards refurbishing the fabric of the 
church - electrics, lighting and heating, painting, pointing, roofing - the list is endless 
and the funds are few . The church has always been the hub of the village. The 
school use it for assembly and it is the main place for prayer and worship, contem-
plation and solace  as well as joyous events like weddings, baptisms, concerts and 
theatrical productions.   

Thank you so much for  coming to help us try to achieve our aim of Raising the Roof 
Again!  

 

East Hoathly Church 
and Heathfield 

 Choral Society  

present: 
 

Raise the Roof — 

Again! 
A selection of music and readings ranging  

from Vivaldi to Les Miserables 
 

Conductor: Brian Newman 

Piano: Gavin Stevens 

Readings: Ian Clegg 
 

Programme 
 

Saturday 23rd February 2019  7.30pm 

East Hoathly Church 
Proceeds to the East Hoathly Church fabric fund. 

HCS Charity No. 295293 



Programme 
 

Vaughan Williams: Let all the world in every corner sing  

Handel: Hallelujah Chorus  

Reading: On hearing the Messiah for the first time  
Read by Ian Clegg  

Haydn: The Heavens are Telling  
Soloists: Gill Stevens, Nick Howard, Martin Clay  

Fibich: Sonatina in D Minor - Piano solo by Gavin Stevens 

Brahms: How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings  

Vivaldi: Gloria; Domini Fili Unigenite; Cum Sancto Spiritu 

  

Interval  
 

Verdi: Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves  

Reading: Bernard Levin Review of Wexford opera  
Read by Ian Clegg  

G and S: A Policeman's Lot (tenors and basses)  
Soloist: John Jenkins  

Three Little Maids (sopranos and altos)  
Soloists: Lucy Smith, Ruth McDermott, Kate Peckham  

Spirituals:  Steal Away;  My Lord, What a Morning  

Choruses from Les Miserables  

HCS would like to dedicate this evening’s performance to the memory of  Rachel 
Playfoot. Rachel was a valued member of the alto section for a number of years, and 

persevered despite a long battle with cancer. She passed away on 20th Feb at the 
young age of 45. Our thoughts are with her family, and she will be much missed. 

Heathfield Choral Society was formed in 1945 and now has a membership of 
around 80 singers drawn from Heathfield and the surrounding  towns and 
villages. They are recognized as one of the most enterprising choirs in the area, 
performing regularly with professional orchestras and soloists. Their concerts 
have included a wide variety of sacred and secular works and first performances 
in the area.  In 2009 they gave the first performance in East Sussex of Howard 
Goodall’s work, Eternal Light, and in November 2016 joined an international 
group to perform this work in New York’s Carnegie Hall – a great honour for the 
choir, of whom around 25 were able to take part. 

As a founder member of the Eastbourne and District Choirs’ Association, the 
Society has played a pivotal role in extending the work of choirs in the area, by 
promoting open rehearsals, combined concerts and co-operation between 
member choirs. The choir supported South Downs Opera’s productions of Tosca 
(2012) and Aida (2015).   

The Society welcomes new singers, and is very happy for you to try a couple of 
rehearsals before joining. There are no auditions! Please contact Kate at 
membership@heathfieldchoral.org.uk for more information, or speak to a choir 
member. 

Brian Newman (conductor) is the Musical Director of 
Heathfield Choral Society. In addition to his work with the 
Society, he formed and for 20 years directed the Grove 
Singers of London, a chamber choir noted for its 
adventurous programming and extensive touring both in 
this country and throughout Europe, including a 
performance for the 70th anniversary of the liberation of 

Colditz Castle. He has been chorus master for Classical Spectaculars and Opera 
Galas in major concert halls in this country and as a member of the English 
Concert Singers, has performed in China, Russia, the Baltic States and America.  
He has written three musicals for children which have  been produced in many 
schools in the South of England and showcased at the Purcell Room in London. 

 

Gavin Stevens (piano) has been accompanist for Heathfield 
Choral Society since 1999. He works as a teacher of piano 
and guitar. As a composer, Gavin has written a wide range 
of works for piano and a growing number of pieces for 
guitar, among works for other instruments and voices. 
Gavin gives frequent piano recitals and he likes to include 
works by 20th century British composers in these concerts 
alongside his own music and more standard repertoire. 


