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Programme 

 
 

Hark, The Herald Angels Sing 
(the audience are invited to join in singing this carol) 

  

 
 
 

W A Mozart 

Horn concerto in E flat, K447 
I. Allegro maestoso 

II. Romance (Andante cantabile) 
III. Rondo (Allegro vivace)  

Sarah Johnson, horn 
 
 
 

Gabriel Fauré 

Masque et Bergamasques 
 
 
 

George Frederic Handel 
 

The Trumpet shall sound 
Michael White, baritone 

Christine Kearley, trumpet 
 

For Unto Us a Child is Born 
 
 
 

Interval 
 

You are invited to join us for a glass of mulled wine (or orange juice) and a mince pie 

Hark the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic host proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel 

Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings 
Ris'n with healing in His wings 

Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 



 

 

Good King Wenceslas 
(the audience are invited to join in singing this carol) 

 
Good King Wenceslas looked out 

On the feast of Stephen 
When the snow lay round about 

Deep and crisp and even 
Brightly shone the moon that night 

Though the frost was cruel 
When a poor man came in sight 

Gath'ring winter fuel 

"Hither, page, and stand by me 
If thou know'st it, telling 

Yonder peasant, who is he? 
Where and what his dwelling?" 

"Sire, he lives a good league hence 
Underneath the mountain 

Right against the forest fence 
By Saint Agnes' fountain." 

"Bring me flesh and bring me wine 
Bring me pine logs hither 

Thou and I will see him dine 
When we bear them thither." 

Page and monarch forth they went 
Forth they went together 

Through the rude wind's wild lament 
And the bitter weather 

  
"Sire, the night is darker now 
And the wind blows stronger 

Fails my heart, I know not how 
I can go no longer." 

"Mark my footsteps, good my page 
Tread thou in them boldly 

Thou shalt find the winter's rage 
Freeze thy blood less coldly." 

 
In his master's steps he trod 
Where the snow lay dinted 
Heat was in the very sod 

Which the Saint had printed 
Therefore, Christian men, be sure 

Wealth or rank possessing 
Ye who now will bless the poor 
Shall yourselves find blessing 

 

 
 

Hector Berlioz 

The Shepherds’ Farewell 
 
 

Ralph Vaughan Williams  

Fantasia on Christmas Carols 
Michael White, baritone 

 
 

Traditional, arranged by David Willcocks  

Gloucestershire Wassail 
 
 

Adolphe Adams  

Oh Holy Night 
Michael White, baritone 

 
 

Benjamin Britten  

Ceremony of Carols 
This Little Babe;  Interval;  Deo Gratias 

Helen Hankey, harp 
 
 

Peter Cornelius  

The Three Kings 
Michael White, baritone 

 
 

Traditional, arranged by David Willcocks  

Masters in this Hall 
 

~~~ 



 

 

Horn Concerto no.3, K44          Mozart (1756 – 1791) 
Allegro;    Romanze: Larghetto;    Allegro 

 

Mozart wrote three completed concertos and a horn quintet for his friend Joseph Leutgeb, whom the 
composer knew from Salzburg days. A virtuoso horn-player, Leutgeb was also at one time a cheese 
merchant in Vienna, and the three concertos date from Mozart’s early days in that city. The two 
musicians clearly enjoyed a good relationship: when Mozart began sketching a fourth concerto in 
1791, he peppered the manuscript with ironic references to the difficulty of the solo horn part, such 
as ‘Oh! please stop. . .curses, more bravura? bravo! Enough, enough!’. No.3 is certainly a show-
piece, as one would expect from a concerto, but it is also remarkable for its subtlety, its wealth of 
melodic invention, and its graceful orchestration – strings plus pairs of clarinets and bassoons. 

 

Suite: Masques et Bergamasques   Fauré (1845 – 1924) 
Overture (Allegro molto vivo);   Menuet (Tempo di minuetto: Allegretto moderato); 

Gavotte (Allegro vivo);   Pastorale (Andantino tranquillo) 

 

Masques et Bergamasques, a ‘comédie musicale’, was written for the theatre in Monte Carlo in 1919. 
The Suite comprises four movements from the incidental music, of which the first three were actually 
composed much earlier in Fauré’s career. The Pastorale is characteristic of the composer’s late 
style. However, it includes a subtle quotation or two from the Overture, and the Suite as a whole has 
an effective, rather symphonic character. The ‘masks and bergamasks’ refer to the Italian commedia 
dell’arte theatrical tradition, via a poem of Verlaine which Debussy also referenced in his piano work, 
the Suite Bergamasque. But the strongest influence is the pastoral landscapes of Watteau, which 
were an explicit source for the play. The Suite is a fine example of French neoclassicism. 

 

    Fantasia on Christmas Carols         Vaughan Williams (1872 – 1958) 

 

The first part of Vaughan Williams’s Fantasia is based on a melody collected in Herefordshire: ‘There 
is a fountain of Christ’s blood’ recorded on phonograph with a 70-year-old labourer, Mr W Hancocks 
at Monnington in October 1908. The setting is evocative perhaps of a wintry rural English landscape. 
Vaughan Williams then introduces the more jovial ‘Somerset Carol’ (‘Come all you worthy 
gentlemen’), collected by Cecil Sharp in Bridgwater and published in 1909. Its climax is marked by 
the brief but telling citation of ‘The First Nowell’ before leading into a third section based on another 
of Vaughan Williams’s collected carols, the ‘Sussex Carol’ (‘On Christmas Night, all Christians sing’), 
sung by Mrs Verrall of Monk’s Gate, Horsham, on May 24, 1904. At the very end, Vaughan Williams 
removes us from the high spirits of merry-making in a poignant blessing for unaccompanied chorus, 
and we are carried back, across the snow-covered fields and away into the night. 
 

Ceremony of Carols          Benjamin Britten (1913 – 1976) 

 

Benjamin Britten’s hugely popular Ceremony of Carols was inspired by his discovery of "The English 
Galaxy of Shorter Poems" and was composed in part while returning by ship to Britain from the 
United States. It is an unusual setting for voices and harp; Britten had intended to write a harp 
concerto and so had been studying the instrument. The “carols” are largely the product of 15th and 
16th century writers, most of whom are anonymous. They retain their unique flavour by Britten's 
extensive use of old English language. The three movements being performed are This Little Babe, 
Interval (for harp solo) and Deo Gracias. 
 

Julian Broughton 
 

Julian Broughton studied composition with Robin Holloway and Robert Saxton, and piano with Philip 
Mead and John York.  More recently, he has also studied with composer David Matthews. Julian’s 
compositions include Symphony in E, commissioned by Horsham Symphony Orchestra, the song 
cycle Rain at Midnight, premiered by Jeremy Huw Williams (2015), a Sonata for Violin and Piano 
(premiered in January by Ellie Blackshaw and Rachel Fryer), three string quartets, and many 
compositions for his own instrument, the piano. Aria, for violin and string orchestra, will be premiered 
by Andrew Sherwood & the Musicians of All Saints on 16

th
 Jan 2016 (All Saints Centre, Lewes, 7.45). 



 

 
As a pianist, Julian works regularly with flautist Julie Groves, viola-player Anna Cooper, and soprano 
Sophie Pullen. The Buxted Symphony Orchestra appointed him as their conductor in 2013. 
 

For more information: www.julianbroughtoncomposer.co.uk. 
 

Buxted Symphony Orchestra 
 

Founded in 1974 by Nancy Jacks as the Uckfield Youth Orchestra, BSO started with five junior 
members, soon increasing to twenty and later joined by adults. The orchestra rehearsed regularly 
and established a series of charity concerts, taking its present name in 1995. Nancy conducted her 
last concert in 1996 and was succeeded by Henry Jones, who continued the charity concert tradition 
and conducted a composition of his own. Gordon Bailey followed in 1998, enlarging the orchestra 
and expanding its repertoire, being succeeded by Peter Davison who had just left university, having 
studied conducting. 
 
When Peter moved away from Uckfield, Adrian Shepherd MBE took over in September 2002. He 
maintained a long and distinguished time at the helm until his sad death in 2013. The current 
conductor, Julian Broughton took up the baton in October 2013 and has continued to challenge and 
encourage the orchestra. The leader, Tessa Younger and Chairman, Frances Jones and many of the 
current forty-odd members of the orchestra have been stalwart supporters, some for a number of 
years. BSO maintains a tradition of supporting young and local musicians and aims to showcase 
them as soloists at the concerts which take place in March, June and December each year. 
 

For more information: www.buxtedsymphonyorchestra.org.uk 
 

Brian Newman  
 

Brian has been Musical Director of the choir since 1995 and he also directs The Grove Singers of 
London with whom he has toured widely in this country and throughout Europe. As a singer and 
assistant conductor with the English Concert Singers he has toured Russia, China and USA. As 
chorus master he has prepared massed choirs for Classical Spectaculars and Opera Galas in major 
concert halls in London and Birmingham and has directed The Eastbourne Festival Chorus at 
occasional events such as the Victorian Festival and a Gala Concert with the first Eastbourne 
Festival.  He has written and arranged music for adult and children’s choirs. 

 

Heathfield Choral Society 
 
The Heathfield Choral Society was formed in 1945 and now has a membership of over 70 singers 
drawn from Heathfield and other local towns and villages in Sussex Weald. We are recognized as 
one of the most enterprising choirs in the area, performing regularly with professional orchestras and 
soloists. Our concerts have included a wide variety of sacred and secular works and first 
performances in the area, including Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man and Howard Goodall’s Eternal 
Light. This was received with great acclaim and a standing ovation. We also gave the first 
performance of Julian’s Flowering of the Flint in 1997 at the De La Warr Pavilion in Bexhill. 
 
Singing Workshops, to which we welcome large numbers of visitors, are held each season and have 
proved very popular. We have also developed a relationship with the Chorale from Forges-les-Eaux 
in Normandy, Heathfield’s twinned town and have joined in five exchange visits and concerts. 
Following our performance in South Downs Opera’s production of Tosca in 2012, we provided the 
chorus for three performances of a fully staged and professional production of Aida. We have been 
invited to perform Howard Goodall’s Every purpose under the heaven in Sandhurst, Kent in May 
2016 and we will be repeating the concert with the Camerata of London in Heathfield on 21st May 
2016.  The programme will also include Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man. 
 

http://www.julianbroughtoncomposer.co.uk/
http://www.buxtedsymphonyorchestra.org.uk/


 

In recognition of our commitment to introducing new music to audiences and the quality of its work, 
the choir has been invited to appear along with American singers at the Carnegie Hall in New York in 
a performance of Eternal Light. The choir is a registered charity: 295293. 
 

For more information: www.heathfieldchoral.org.uk 
 

The Society is a founder member of the Eastbourne and District Choirs Association: 
www.eastbourneanddistrictchoirs.co.uk 

 

Sarah Johnson 

 
Sarah is currently studying at the Royal College of Music, where she has been awarded a 
scholarship for the Masters of Performance degree. She learns French horn with Jeffrey Bryant, 
Simon Rayner and Timothy Jones. Sarah graduated in June 2015 with a 2.1 class degree in Music 
from St. Hilda’s College, University of Oxford. Alongside her degree she studied the horn with Jeffrey 
Bryant and Hugh Seenan. 
 
Sarah played a lively part in musical life at Oxford, performing regularly as a soloist, chamber, and 
orchestral musician. She was a finalist of the Oxford Philomusica’s Youth Concerto Competition in 
2013, playing Richard Strauss’s Horn Concerto no. 1 in the Sheldonian Theatre. In December 2014 
she performed Britten’s Serenade for Tenor, Horn and Strings with Oxford University String 
Ensemble. She has also been an ISIS scholar and has played with numerous chamber and 
orchestral ensembles, including as principal horn of both Oxford University Orchestra and Oxford 
University Sinfonietta. She won a music scholarship award at St. Hilda’s in 2012. 
 
Sarah started playing the horn at the age of 10, alongside violin and piano. She attended the junior 
department of the Royal Academy of Music from 2009-2012, studying with Simon de Souza, and was 
also principle horn of the Kent County Youth Orchestra. She won the Maidstone and Mid-Kent Young 
Musician of the Year in 2011. Sarah’s ambition is to be a professional orchestral musician. 
 

Michael White 

 
Michael White is a baritone from the Cranbrook area who studied in London at the Guildhall School 
of Music and Drama. He enjoys a busy schedule of oratorio and recital work and has a particular 
passion for twentieth century English song. In this genre he has had the pleasure of working with 
Graham Johnson, Sarah Walker and Catharine Wilson among others.  Michael is adept at 
contemporary music and has had a song cycle composed for him which he premiered in London.   
Recent performances have included the baritone solo roles in Faure’s Requiem, Stainer’s Crucifixion 
and Mendelssohn’s Elijah. 
 

Helen Hankey 
 
Helen has performed with orchestras and opera companies including the National Symphony 
Orchestra of Ireland and the RTE Concert Orchestra, playing for events such as the Wexford Opera 
Festival and the last night of the RTE proms, and also has played for family weddings and 
celebrations, corporate events and a number of opening ceremonies in the presence of many leading 
politicians and members of the Royal Family. She has toured extensively at home and abroad with 
many leading conductors. 
 
Helen trained at the Royal Northern College of Music, studying with Eira-Lynn Jones and Frank 
Sternefeld, and undertaking master classes with Kathleen Bride (Eastman School of Music, USA), 
Edward Wittsenberg (Hague Conservatoire), Sebastien Lipman (Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra) and 
the acclaimed soloist Marissa Robles. As a musician, Helen believes in taking music to everyone, 
working with educational workshops organised by the Halle Orchestra, as well as introducing the 
harp to the Junior Strings Project in Manchester and working as Head of Music for The Hawthorns 
School in Bletchingley. 



 

Members of the Buxted Symphony Orchestra 
 

1
st

 Violins Cellos Clarinets 
Tessa Younger (Leader) Richard Campkin Katy Piper 
Angela Chalkley Jeff Crampton Fiona Moles 
Mike Goss Jean McCapra  
Ros Hall Kristina Sekyere Bassoons 
Sara Sage Jenny Sensier Barbara Beresford 
Peter Teager Seymour Weeks Sue Maddex 

 Claire Lacey  

2
nd

 Violins  French Horns 
Frances Jones Double basses Tim Wilsone 

Dorothy Geering Alison Gibbs Anne Sawyer 
Esme Grant David Pullen  
David Higgon  Trumpets 
Mario Marco Flutes Christina Kearley 

Helen Ross Sue Wright Adam Kearley 
Pat Weeks Lucy Hopkins  
  Timpani 

Violas Oboes Denis Chanter 

Will Sutton John Barnes  
Linda Davis Jane Springate Harp 
Susan Hill  Helen Hankey 

Philip Nixon   

 

with  Gavin Stevens, organ/continuo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music publishers: Carols: Oxford University Press; Oh Holy Night: CPDL; Mozart: Breitkopf & Härtel; 
Fauré: Kalmus; Handel: Novello 

 
 

We would like to thank: 
Jo Sutton, George Dearsley and helpers 

for Front of House management, 
Nick Howard and team 

 for Stage Management, 
Linda Dearsley and Judy Berkeley 

for Publicity and Advertising  
 

and all those who provided the mince pies! 

Heathfield Choral Society would like to dedicate this 
concert to the memory of Dawn Taylor (1948 – 2015) who, 
as treasurer, soloist, choir member and friend of the choir 
for 30 years had hoped to be singing in this concert, but 

who passed away in November. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Heathfield Choral Society is affiliated to MAKING MUSIC - the national federation of music societies, 
which represents and supports amateur performing throughout the UK. 

 

 

Heathfield Ironmongers Ltd 

  

  

  Tel: 01435 862626       Fax 01435 867314 
VAT Registration Number:  190-3264-74   

  
  We offer a wide range of  

competitively priced goods: 

IRONMONGERY, TOOLS, PAINT, 

DIY PLUMBING AND BUILDING PRODUCTS, 

FOTHERGILL SEEDS AND GARDEN ACCESSORIES, 

BOTTLED GAS DEALER 

  

For Ironmongery, Tools, Paint, 

 

  
  

Purchasing is made easy with our very special 

brand of personal and friendly service 

  

  

  

108 High Street Heathfield East Sussex   

 
 

Come and see us at our office in 

UCKFIELD 
Letting and Managing property throughout the area 

UCKFIELD, HEATHFIELD, BLACKBOYS, RUSHLAKE GREEN 

NUTLEY, BUXTED, HORAM, LEWES, CROWBOROUGH 

and all rural areas. 
 

105 High Street | Uckfield | East Sussex | TN22 1RN 
 

01825 764864 
 

e-mail: lets@dukeletting.co.uk 

www.dukeletting.co.uk 
 


